
Hey, grandma doesn’t smell any more!

Article in the Helsingin Sanomat daily newspaper, on Sunday Jan 3rd, 2010

by Kimmo Oksanen

Hey, grandma doesn’t smell any more!

The city of Espoo has to take extreme measures to beat the MRSA hospital
bacteria.

In one of my articles in the end of last August I called after the city of Espoo to
use common sense instead of moving senior citizens carrying the MRSA bacteria
out of the 13-person Haukikoti home. It took less than four months for Espoo to
start moving them out.

Six of the bacteria-carrying elderly were moved from the smaller and more
expensive Haukikoti home to a larger and less expensive Espoonlahti care
facility in November. Others are expected to follow soon.



When moving the elderly, the staphilococcus bacteria was also moved to the
same facility with healthy occupants.

Espoo assured that the MRSA care unit at the Espoonlahti care home is isolated
and that there is no danger of contamination. The elderly carrying the bacteria
had been infected at a hospital and are bed-ridden, thus not walking around.

The fact is that the elderly do not need to walk to spread the bacteria. For
example, ventilation ducts are shared by different wards. The doctors, nurses,
suppliers, cleaners, and visiting family members use the same doors and touch
the same door handles.

Contact with non-infected people is unavoidable.

The Espoo elderly care services told us also that the decision to move the elderly
was made in cooperation with their families.

I have received more than one e-mail saying otherwise. The family member has
been moved against the wishes of the family and against what had been agreed.
When a senior citizen had moved into the Haukikoti facility, he or she had been
assured that they can live the rest of their lives there. This did not happen.

”We do not approve of the move and will make carrying it out as difficult as
possible”, one family member wrote.

In another article I wrote that the MRSA hospital bacteria staphylococcus areus is
in most cases a harmless skin and mucose membrane bacteria. If a gene
mutation develops in the bacteria and its shell strengthens, medication does not
work on it.

If the bacteria enters the bloodstream and organs, it can be lethal.

”Espoo, do not spread the MRSA killer bacteria!” was my headline. A family
member wrote me an angry e-mail. It was headlined: ”Don’t put labels on people,
don’t spread terror!” In the e-mail this family member wrote that some family
members are too afraid to go see grandma and great grandma after being
terrified by the risk of contamination.

My aim, of course, is not to spread terror. If children and grandchildren do not go
see their greatgrandmother, it is their own choice.

But the risk of contagion is a fact. The spread of fear will only stop when the
gontagions stop.

Many children are terrified of the odours at chronic patient care facilities. You
can't get them back to the hospital or care home to see grandma after the first
visit.



In addition to disinfectng floor, wall and door surfaces, as well as hands, the most
important thing should also be cleaned: the air we breath. Microbes, viruses and
bacteria also live in it.

In Finland, a couple of the larger hospitals use so called PHI technology that can
be installed also in ventilation systems. The PHI technology imitates nature and
reverts microbes, gases and odours into carbon dioxide and water.

Research shows the use of the device to reduce the amount of MRSA bacteria
by up to 80 %.

Clean indoor air, an odourless chronic patient ward, a small MRSA infection risk
– could that be it?

It would be nice to see grandma again, now that she no longer smells.


